
 

The Australian Surf Rowers League 

Indigenous Design 

The Australian Surf Rowers League will this year celebrate Australia’s indigenous heritage & 

culture. Artist Rheanna Lotter, a proud Yuin woman from the NSW South Coast, who grew up 

in the Southern Highlands worked in collaboration with us to design a piece of symbolic art 

that would tell the story of Surf Boat Rowing, Surf Life Saving and our connection to each 

other and the ocean. 

The story begins in the centre of the artwork with the meeting place, which represents our 

sport and the surfboat carnivals we meet at. This is followed by the symbols of five men and 

five women, showing the gender equity we have achieved within our sport. Surrounding the 

members are five rings that are symbolic of our core values of respect, integrity, courage, 

solidarity, and determination. This is all held together by the half circles on the outer edge, 

which are representative of our Athletes, Officials, Volunteers and Supporters. If we break our 

values, we break the meeting place, if we do not have the Athletes, Officials, Volunteers and 

Supporters our sport and meeting place will break apart. 

The footprints coming in towards the meeting place is symbolic of our current and emerging 

members, making the journey to our surfboat rowing events. The outgoing feet recognise our 

members who have passed on from our great sport and are no longer with us. Our feet are 

connected to the ocean and sand. 

Surrounding the central artwork is a man and woman, these are the athletes who together 

with the boomerangs show our fighting spirit, hunger for success and resilience. Lastly, the 

turtles are symbolic of our connection and deep respect for the ocean. 

All surf lifesavers and officials that participate in the sport of surf boat rowing will this season 

be taken on a journey of education and awareness of our indigenous heritage and culture. 

More than two and a half thousand competitors and 200 Officials will wear this design across 

the nation from October through to April. In February 2022 we will come together for our 

main event the “ASRL Open” at the meeting place of Elouera Beach which also means 

“Beautiful Place” in the aboriginal language. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


